
Beginner’s Guide
to Localization Materials



Natalia Prosuntsova
Audiovisual translator ENG<>RU, FR>RU



Dubbing or Subtitling (…or Voiceover?)



Congratulations, you’re hired
WHAT YOU MUST GET

- dialogue list

- video

WHAT YOU MAY GET

- creative guidelines

- technical guidelines

- lead sheets (musical score)

etc.



Dialogue List
- dialogue list

- spotting list

- continuity list

If the dialogue list is different from the video, translate the video.

More examples:

https://www.thescriptspecialists.com/dialogue-lists.html

https://www.thescriptspecialists.com/continuity-lists.html

https://www.thescriptspecialists.com/dialogue-lists.html
https://www.thescriptspecialists.com/continuity-lists.html


Video with TC
Feature films – separate reels (fr. bobines)

Series – individual files for each episode 

What you’ll hate:

- watermarks

- beeping noise

- black-and-white picture

Check all files after downloading… or hilarity might ensue



Creative guidelines
- general information

- character profiles

- translation rules and limitations

Different companies, different requirements: what works for Disney, won’t work 
for Netflix.



Technical Guidelines
Netflix

Timed Text Style Guide

English https://partnerhelp.netflixstudios.com/hc/en-us/articles/217350977-English-
Timed-Text-Style-Guide

French https://partnerhelp.netflixstudios.com/hc/en-us/articles/217351577-French-
Timed-Text-Style-Guide

Dubbing

English https://partnerhelp.netflixstudios.com/hc/en-us/sections/8679008806547-
English

French https://partnerhelp.netflixstudios.com/hc/en-us/sections/8678878627219-
French

https://partnerhelp.netflixstudios.com/hc/en-us/articles/217350977-English-Timed-Text-Style-Guide
https://partnerhelp.netflixstudios.com/hc/en-us/articles/217350977-English-Timed-Text-Style-Guide
https://partnerhelp.netflixstudios.com/hc/en-us/articles/217351577-French-Timed-Text-Style-Guide
https://partnerhelp.netflixstudios.com/hc/en-us/articles/217351577-French-Timed-Text-Style-Guide
https://partnerhelp.netflixstudios.com/hc/en-us/sections/8679008806547-English
https://partnerhelp.netflixstudios.com/hc/en-us/sections/8679008806547-English
https://partnerhelp.netflixstudios.com/hc/en-us/sections/8678878627219-French
https://partnerhelp.netflixstudios.com/hc/en-us/sections/8678878627219-French
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